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BRINGING UP THE REAR.

Peninsula of Virginia.
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By EUGENE SULLIVAN, 424 N. V.

The rear-guard of an army on the march,
be it a corps, division or brigade, is never a
" be on the
advance, the stragglers must kept up
as well as possibie with their commands,
which takes time, causing the rear-guard
to lose time which must be made up by
faster travel, usually by double-quick, to
recover distance lost between the rear-
guard and the troops ahead. If the army
be on the retreat, rear-guard duty-at once
becomes both embarrassing and dangerous,
and requires much tact, stubbornness and
powers of endurance.

Knowing that the safety of the troops
ahead depends in a measure on the conduct
of the rear-guard, that guard must always
be on the alert, ready to throw itself
between the enemy and the retreating
columan.

After the battle of Fair Oaks Gen.
Dana’s First Brigade, Second Division,
Second Corps, consisting of the Tth Mich.,
19th and 20th Mass., 42d N. Y., lay in
our position at Fair Oaks Station, throw-
ing up earthworks and performing such
duties as were required of us, until Sun-
day morning, June 29, 1862, when we re-
ceived orders to evacuate our trenches on
the right of Fair Oaks Station, and fal
back to Grapevine Bridge. The 42d N.
Y., rear-gunard of our brigade, and on this
occasion also rear-gnard of the Second
Corps, left about 5 o'clock on Sunday
morning, and fell back to the Chicka-
lLominy River.

We crossed Grapevine Bridge to the
north side, where the regiment was halted,
the other regiments of the brigade continu-
ing the march. Three companies of the
regiment—E, K, and I—were detailed to
destroy the bridge which had done such

service in time of need.

While the three companies, under com-
mand of Capt. Wm. ©'Shea, were working
like beavers, in the river and on both
banks, destroying the bridge, the other
seven companies, nnder command of Col.
Edmond C. Charles, were drawn up in
line of battle on the high ground, a short
distznece in rear, in support. It did not
tzge the three companies long to destroy
the work which had taken the entire regi-
ment days and nights of hard labor to
construct.

Before the destruction was consum-
mated, the enemy discovered what we were
doing, and opened fire upon us with ar-
tillery. While the fire of the enemy's
artillery was somewhat harassing to our
support, it had no effect whatever on the
men working in the river, and only made
them work with renewed energy, the or-
ders being to destroy the bridge so that
the enemy could not use it.

As our men were about to sever the last
link, one of Gen. MecClellan’s Aids—at
Jeast we supposed him to be—ecame dash-,
ing to us on a spirited horse, which he
forced into the river, asking in a loud
and commanding voice: *“Who is in com-
mand here?’ Now, Capt. O'Shea en-
joyed a most decided impediment in his
speech when excited. Eying the officer
sharply, the Captain said: *“I-I-T-am in
c-c-co-com-comand.” The officer, looking
at O'Shea, asked: “Can I get a few pieces
of artillery across here?’ O’'Shea looked
at him in amazement that he should ask
guch a question, having seen for himself
the condition of the bridge, and the im-
possibility of getting artillery across, and
it made the Captain rather angry, yet
amused him, too, and he stuttered: “I-1-
am in eom-com-command here to s-s-sce
that  this br-br-bridge is " p-p-prop-prop-
properly destroyed; b-b-but you e-e-can get
it be f-f-fiy-fiy-fiying
artillery, and ea-ca-can travel on wings!’
Giving Capt. O'Shea a look of scorn the
officer turned and rode back in the direc-
tion whence he came, and in a little while
afterward Grapevine Bridge was a thing
of the past. :

The regiment immediately took up the

" line of mareh, at double-quick, and was

soon np with the brigade. We found the
Division in line of battle, close by the
peach orchard, on Allen's farm, and wo
took our position in line of battle with
our brigade, the right of the regiment
resting on the embankment to the left of
the railroad, about two miles west of Sav-
age Station. :

Having taken our position in line we
were ordered to lie down. About 11 o’clock
a. m., and just as we had taken our posi-
tion in line, we could hear the joyful
yells of the enemy as they entered ownr
evaeuated intrenchments at Fair Oaks
ftation. About two hours later, away
down the railroad track, we saw the head
of the enemy’s infantry column, which had
evidently forded the river marching along
the route over which.we had come.

They came along the railroad track in
fin easy, careless and confident manner,
their muskets thrown earelessly over their
shoulders, as if they did neot expect to
have any partieular use for them.

It seemed to the boys of our brigade as
we lay quietly on the ground, in line
of battle, awaiting patiently to attack
or be attacked, that the rebels did not ex-
pect to meet any live Yankees with muskets
in their hands for some days, unless por-
haps, a few whom they might be able to
E:k up in the wake of a retreating army.

t there were none of that sort there
just then. The soldiers of Gen. SBedgwick’s
and Gen. Richardson’s Divisions at this
time constituting the Second Corps. under
command of Gen. Edwin V. Sumner,
thoroughly understood their business and
each soldier in the two divisions was well
aware of the fact that the safest place
for him, personally, as well as the army
to which he beloaged, was by the side of
his eomrade, either in line of battle or
on the march.

Away down the railroad tracks the
enemy keeps advaneing; nearer and near-
er they come: marching at will, many of
them having their muskets slung over their
shoulders, while others ecarried them on
their backs, with the belt over their heads
and across their breast. A careless man-
ner, indeed, in ease of a sudden attack!

dﬂl‘ division lay quietly on the ground
there, each man grasping his musket firm-
Iy, ready for action. One would have
supposed that there was not a soldier
within miles—unless, perhaps, the men in
gray marching along the railroad track
were, !

When these careless men in gray were
close to us, Gen. Sumner gave orders to
place one piece of artillery on the rail-
road track and open fire. While this order
was being rromptly carried out the right
and the left wings of our division were
quickly thrown forward to take the enemy
on his flanks—the right through the peach
orchard, and the left through the woods
on the left of the railroad.

The report of the gun on the railroad
track broke the stillness that up to this
moment prevailed along our entire line of
battle. As the smoke cleared away there
was disclosed to our view the havoe that
that one shot made in its flight. Not a
man was now to be seen on track, unless,
perhaps, those who should walk it no more,

The enemy immediately left the track
and began formiog line of battle on each
side of it. A few more shots from the
artillery did exeellent work, and presently
our right and left made a vigorous af-
tack upon the rebel flanks, and at the same
time our brigade was ordered to advance
along the line of the railroad in front and
with a ringing cheer it charged the enemy
who, offering but feeble resistance, gave
way, falling back in disorder. Both our
wings closed in on them while our brigade
kept advancing with lowered bayonet. The
enemy became panicstricken, and a large
number of prisoners were taken.

Having sent our prisoners to the rear—
it was no easy matter fo determine in
which direction our rear was—and our
divigsion was immediately placed in better
position to repel any attack the enemy
mﬁht make. We did not have long to
wait, The enemy to their cost having
discovered our position, and having re-
ceived reinforcements, vigorously attacked
our line of battle, bot were driven
back at all points. Four times
da the afternoon the> énemy sav-
‘agely attacked but were al-
ways repulsed with heavy loss. In the
aftack a portion of our line followed

lest

them wp, taking more prizoners; but they

were ordered back to their own line.
Gen. Bimner liaving received word that
his p i i ts, was

. with Teinforcemen
needed at Savage Btdtion, ordered Gen.
Sedgwick to withdraw two of his bri-
gades and follow him to Savage Btation,
where a portion of Geéen. Richardson’s
Division was now engaged with the
enemy.

Gen. Bedgwick withdrawing . the bri-
gades of Gens. Gorman apd Burns,
marched to Savage Station.

About 4 o'clock p. m. our brigade re-
ceived onders to join the division at Sav-
age Station, keeping the ecnemy at bay,
shounld they follow us.

When approaching Savage Station we
heard heavy infantry firing almost in our
front, a little to the right. Knowing this
to be about the location of the enemy,
and judging from the sudden and heavy
firing that the enemy had attacked our
troops in force, the order to double-quick

T

York Brigade was mustered out. They
assumed the nanie about the middle of
September, 1863. I need not remind them
of what happened the day after the flag
was given them.
Bragg and Comrade Colby know. °

others. Big hats were worn by one of
Cutler’s regiments aund, if I mistake not,
by Carroll's Brigade, Second Corpa—
Jonx A. Caryr, Co. B, 147th N. X., Nor-
wich, Conn, :

—a-
Soma Johns Who Fought.

EpIToR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: 1 assert
that Co. 1T, 8th Ind., had@ a greater num-
bﬁr of Johns than any other company in
the war. -

Here they are—23 of them: Capt. John
Ruess, mustered out at expiration of three
year® service; Berg't John L. Hummell,
mustered out after close of war in '65:
Serg't John C. Nottingham, mustered out
because of wounds at Cedar Creek, '64;
John Edwards, killed at Sugar Creek,
Mo., '062; John Howerland, died in Mis-
souri, '61; Jobhn Smith, died in Missouri,
'61; John Hendrix, died in Missouri, '61;
John Miller, discharged for disability, 62 ;
John Osborne, died in Missouri, '62; John
Duck, killed at Port Gibson, Miss., 'G3:
John Price, killed at Vickqbur% Miss., '63;
John Raypholtz, died at New Orleans, La.,
'63; John Brock, mustered out for disa-
bility, ’63; John Evans, died in Missouri,
'61; John Hodge, mustered out, '64; John
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was given, and in a short time our bri-
gade was with our division at Savage Sta-
tion, arriving about 5 o'clock p. m., June

inou our arrival we found two of the
brigades of our division in line of battle.
One of them (Gen. Burns's) had been at-
tacked by a large force of the enemy
which came in on the Willinmsburg road,
evidently with intention of flanking our
troops at Allen’s farm, not knowing that
they were no‘long&;r there. The enemy
formed line under “shelter of the woaeds
and rushed npon Burns's Brigade before
he had time to properly forma his men te
meet the assault. Gen. Burns, however,
although taken by surprise and at a great
disadvantage, proved himself equal to the
task before, him. He was painfully
wounded, but held his ground until re-
inforced by Gen. Gorman’s and a portion
of our brigade, when the enemy was driv-
en back in confusion. ;
Before being sént to the support of Gen.
Burns, two.regi ta of onr, brigade—the
Tth Mieh., a% 42d N. Y.—were detached
on-our right flahk parailel with and on the
declining slope 'of the nd and York
Rnlilimd. The object was to protect our
right. ; .
The position in which these two regi-
ments found themselves became rather pe-
eunliar. We stood in line of battle with
our backs almost squarely to the bhattle-
field, while the battle was raging within
25 paces of us—our backs to 'thie foe, as
well as to onur own men.
‘We were not, however, long in this po-
sition, until- we had the enemy in our
front as well as our rear. The enemy,
with artillery mounted on cars, came down
the railroad and opened fire on us at short
range; but
the two regiments made short work of
that attack.
About dusk a general advance was or-
dered along the'lines of our division, when
the two regiments were ordered to abont-
face, and taking position on the right of
the brigade, again pushed forward on the
epemy, who ugiin gave way, disclosing
another line of battle a short distance in
their rear. Our men were ordered to lie
down, and a sécond later a shower of bul-
lets passed over our heads, when we were
ordered to rise, and go forward. OQur bri-
gade, which had reserved its fire, were or-
dered to fire and charge. Wifh a solid wol-
ley, and fixed bayonets, and with loud
cheers we dashed on the enemy's second
line, which yielded and fell into disérder
before us. °

Firing was continned until abont 10
o'clock p. m., when it entirely djed -out.
The battle of Savage Station had been
feught and won. T

The old Second Division of the Second
Corps, under the command of Gen, Sedg-
wick, fought two battles, and helped to
win two victories for the Union, on the
first day of our retreat from Fair Oaks
Station.-

DISAPPOINTED BY THE 7TH IOWA.

The 524 I1l. Didn’t Prod the Rebels With Their
Bayonsts, Although They Had the Bayonets.

Eprror NATIONAL TrIBUNE: [ wish
to give my recollection of the captured
rebe] flag at Lay’s Ferry. Our regiment
was in a field to the left ttery H,
1st Mo., while the artille 1 was on.
There were other troops in front of us;
but we were close enough to be inter-
ested. Rebel bullets fell among us all
the time. One wasn’'t safe at all in our
neighborheod. While we were there a
man rode along our lines, exhibiting a
rebel flag that he said one of the G8th Ind.
had captured. He said that the, soldier
swam the river, eaptured the flag, and
swam back with it in his teeth.

Our company was ordered to the river
and embarked in pontoons and crossed.
We took position under the bank till pon-
toons were laid and the, rest of our regi-
ment joined us, and other troops went
over. Our regiment was advanced iuto
the woods a little, and the affair of the
occasion was opened up lively. Col, E,
A. Bowers ordered us to held our fire till
we could see the white in the eyes of the
rebs. The 66th Ind. and the Tth Towa
were in our front, and we were ordered
to fix bayonets. That made us think that
it was intended to bave the Tth Jowa give
way for us or to open up and let us meet
the rebs with our bayonets. But the Tth
Iowa fooled us. They didn't give way
and they didn’t. open to let us through.
They resisted the rebs and repulsed them;
and we received no further fighting or-
ders in that engagement—J. R. MORGAN,
Co. C, 524 Ill., Western Park, Kan,

The Iron Brigade.

EpiToR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Regard-
ing the controversy as to the composition
of the First Brigade, First Division, First
Corps, I call the attention of the com-
rades to the Official Reports of the Civi)
War Series 1, Vol. 12, pages 125 and 564.
There, nmeng other matters conneeted
with this controversy, will be found the
statement that as late as the battle of
Chancellorsville the regiments composing
the First Brigade, First Division, First
Corps_were the 22d, 24th, 30th N. Y.,

ers; that the Fourth

of the 24, 6th and Tth Wis.,
nd. and 24th Mich. At the battle of
Chancellorsville there were four brigades
in the First Division. Between that-date

Brigade was com-

ts were mustered ou

the “concentrated fire of |ing

and :
14th Breoklyu, and 24 U, g. Sharpshoot-
' merc}vﬂ from the

19th | the sides and decks.

and June 1, 1863, the three New York |

PLAN OF THE BATTLE OF SAVAGE STATIQN,

Hollingsworth, mustered out end of three
years, 'G4; John Bowers, wounded Cedar
Creek, Va., '64; John 8. Miller, mortall

wounded, Cedar Creek, Va., '64; John H.
Miller, slightly wounded, Cedar Creek,
Va., '64; John Loudenberger, wounded
Cedar Creek, Va., '64; John Lytle, killed
Cedar Creek, Va., '64: John Richardson,
wounded Cedar Creek, Va., '64; John Lllis,

mustered out close of war.—Jonx L.
HuMMuEL, Sergeant, Co. I, 8th Ind,
Olathe, Kan.

The 13th Mo. Cav. ~

EpiTor NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Comrade
Nelson, of Lawrence, Kan., has erred some-
what in writing up the chase of Price in
1864. We left St. Louis Sept. 26, instead
of the 28th, going to Franklin on the
U. P, R. R. 1 do not think that the 13th
Mo. was brigaded at that time with Mer-

rill’s ﬁlo.;se;f : but iE., iwn -:‘{ter Price Lﬂd
aroun efferson City captu %
ington. The same night the 13th Mo., and
Yerh.a;n the entire brigade, was ordered to
woxington. .The order came after we had
gone to bed in and about the corners of
an old rail fence. - How far we were from
Lexington 1 do not remember. I believe
that the 13th Mo. was the first regiment
to enter Lexington that night. It had been
misting rain and was very chilly and dis-
agreeable. After we got into town, on one
of the main streets, we were ordered to
dismount and™ hold our horses in line,
which we failed to obey. We broke ranks
and built fires of anything available in
the shape of fuel, and lay down by the
Doty ol cibasind. Bt T e e
well exhaus and t was

i ttiwa in sight for either to eat. The
rebels were gone, except stragglers, whom
we took charge of, giving them paroles the
next morning. They were very glad to go
home, having about all they cared to have
of continually running, they having to tra-
vel pretty lively to keep ahead, as Comrade
Nelson says. We were crowding them more
then they liked.

have a very vivid recollection of the
Blue, as 1 had to help make a bridge of
rails across it. And 1 remember Inde-

pendence.

The 13th Mo. was ordered to mount, the
next order being to charge, Yes, we cap-
tured the battery without the rebels dis-
charging a single shot. We found the
rebels most all Germans—determined,
sturdy fellows, not wishing to surrender—
until absolutely forced to. We made quick
work, however. I think the number of
prisoners was about 300. My company
(LL) had the honor gt taking the six gieoea.

‘omrade Nelson has our 13th M
a high compliment. I thank him for the
very aecurate description of the charge,

Hoping to heéar from many comrades
through the columns of our grand old pa-
per, that has battled for our just rigms
ever since thewivil war, I thank the editor
for the noble starid he has nlwars. taken

in our behalf.—JonunN R. More, Co. I,
13th Mo. Cav.,, Seveny, Kan.
Explosion at City Point.
Evitor NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Before

me lies a d’lapidated portion of the Wash-
ington Chronicle, Aug. 10, 1864, contain-
ing an account of an explosion which oc-
curred dt City Point Aug. 9.

At that time I was an occupant of the
convalescent ward of the Sixth Corps Hos-
pital. When the explosion was heard the.
inmates of the ward rushed. to the door
and saw the upper air filled with the puffs
of smoke from exploding shélls.

_ Three barges, loaded with fixed ammuni-

tion, which was being unloaded, had ex-
ploded. The eause never been ex-
lained ; it was probably a floating torpedo,
anched from above,

The City Point correspondent of the
Chronicle says: “At 11 o'clock yesterday
we had one of the most terrible explosions
known in the historl-lye of gunpowder and
war. Two barges (there were three) load-
ed with ammunition of various kinds—
shot, shell, canister, and grape—were
moored nlongside the nli»ier recently erected
by the Government. en were discharging
the cargo from one of them, when from
some unknown cause an explosion occurred,
Fire was immediately communicated to the
other barge and the cargoes of both—about
the bulk of 3,000 barrels—went up in a
continuous explosion which lasted fully two
minutes. The new warehouse, BHO0 feet
long and 50 feet wide, filled with army sup-
plies, was shattered to fragments, and
with the contents scattered over a mile
around. Among this debris, bodies and
parts of bodies, legs, arms, feet, and jn-
describable pieces of flesh lay areund in
profusion.

“Portions of gun-carriage wheels, shot
and shell, were hurled around Gen, Grant's
huﬂnnmn, and Serg't Murphy, of his
guard, was seriously wounded; two of his
?ﬁ:"ﬂ guard, near his headquarters, were

1leq, . t

The 20th N. Y. V. M. and the 148th
Ohio, hundred-days men, were doing guard
duty on the wharf and suffered severely,
A train of cars ready to st.rt for the front,
-undhuonthamckbfthenidoottho
wu‘nhome. was badly ﬂurad and four
or . e

ve .p,:-eueu were

The barges of the SBanitary Commission,

the scene of the disaster, suff
shells passing througl

docks were torn down b, "tlﬁi oti:hu
. concuss

and doors were torn tmytho hinges. o

of enlistment having % The m
Bro n'uworm%

name “Tron ﬁﬁpd&" until after the New |

1 _am _sure that Gen. | 3CH.
Yes, they wore “big bats.” There were|

%1 The Monnd City had 175 pounds of

mand of the War Départmént, and most,
of their crews eame by detall from the
army, men used to the: wwter being se-
lected. Commanders ahd gunners” were
the only naval officers™ hed fo the
squadron. March 4 the fiéet arrived at
Columbns, wlich was evacuted.

On March 15 the fleet moved down to
Island No. 10, and on the morning ‘of the
1Gth began the bormbardment of that place.
On the night of April 12, an expedition
from the flotilla, under command of Col
Roberts, 424 1il., captured the upper, or
gix-gun, battery and spiked the guns, with-
out loss. :

The Mound City held the right of line
on the Missouri shore, it being her duty
to silence the upper battery whenever it
opened fire. Our fire became so accurate
that the rebel gunners never fired more
than one or two shots before we would
drive them to their bomb-proofs. 1 do not
think that a boat or a gunner could have
better compliment paid them than was
paid by Flag Officer A. H. IFoote when he
sent the flag which I twice in one day
ghot from the flag staff of that battery
at a distance of one and a guarter miles!

That flag is now in the possession of
gcr}y Post, 839, G. A, R., Woodbridge,

April 8 Island No. 10 wes surrendered
to the gunboats. At daylight on the morn-
ing of April 8 the Mound City crew land-
ed and took on of main battery on
the Tennessee shore. I ecaptured there vne
of the handsomest rebel flags that ever
reached the Navy Department. My name,
with that of the Mound City, is marked
on it with red ink. -3 -

On April 13 the fleet chased the rebel
gunboats under the shelter of Fort Pillow,
and the Mound City's troubles began..
Flag Officer A. H. Foote had to give up
the command of the fleet on account of
a wound on the ankle received at Fort
Donelson. Capt. Chas. H. Davis assumed
command of the fleet. The rebels seemed
to knew that there had been a change in
commanders, for on the morning of May
10 the rebel fleet, comprising eight vessels, |
steamed up in most gallant style to wipe
out the Lincoln gunboats, but got into the:
worst hornets’ nest they ever found.

The Mound City-was rammed twice by
the rebel hoat Van Dorn, and sunk to the
guards, and had to go to Cairo for re-
pairs, and she returned for duty before the
place surrendered. 2

The fleet left Fort Pjllow on June § for
Memphis, and next day a_ battle was
fonght at Memphis, in whicli the rebel fleet
was destroyed, except the Van K Dorn,
which, being very fast, eéscaped.

One of the most horrible disasters ever
written in naval history of any country
took place within the next 11 days. On
the morning of June 16 gunboats. Mound
City, Bt. Louls, Lexiugton, Conestoga,
Tug, Spitfire, dispateh-boat Wew National,
Frankfort and White Rifler,aWith the 46th
Ind.; " Col. G. N. Fiteh oeommanding,
started from: Arkansagr cutsoff - wp ' the
White River, to captufe the battery at
Fort’ 8t Charleés, 80 miles ffom the Mis-
izsippi River, and open up communieation
with Gen. Curtls, who'wal¥ reported by
the Teébels to 'be defeated At Pine Ridge
and retreating toward t ksissipp!. The

M’W"" e
Gen, MeCglioch., “. . .
The gunbests tied 4} at the hunk nt

sundoyn,, for the night, abgut fiye miles
h%fow the l’artu&?At ﬂtci?uth"I morning of
the 17th, the wvessels mpved,up in line of’
‘battle. The morning yery and’
sultry, and the Turtlebagk, as the Mound
City was called, being,badly iveatllated,
}lhotm- duffezed very? much- from (hie|
ear. e vi i amre vyrby F

About two miles below ‘thefort’we saw
the rebel pickets. ‘The Mound City, fol-
lowed by the other vessels, opened fird on
them. At the same time Col. Fiteh land-
ed ‘his troops, and ag we drove the rebels
in hé followed thém. We continued ‘our|
course, firing our port and bow giins 1
A _mile below the fort the river takes a
tiin to the fiorflieast.” At the uppér end
‘the rebels had sunk a gunboat, fwo
trapsports, and 1iz!;ommu: of these obstruc-
tions, on the port, was a hiuff, on whieh |
we imagined thejr batteries would be sit-
uated, although, we could not see a gun on
acconnt of the trees, . : A
"The Mound City stood beldly..on, fol-]
loywed .by. the other vessels, firing as we
went. Soon the epemy responded. - As
soon as we got the range of their heavy
guns the cannonade-from our side beeame
terrific. In a few minutes the Mound
City had advaneed to within 400 yards of
the rebel guns. A shot from a 42-pounder
rifled sencoast howitzer penetrated her
port casemate a little above and forward
of the gunport, killing geven men and.
passing through the steam-drum, landing
in the forward officer’s room,

steam at the time. Part of the crew
lénped overboard. It was erroneocusly re-
ported to.me. 21 minutes before, that the
90-pound Dahlgren gun.on the Btarboard
bow was split. This false report saved
my life’ as well as the lives of others.
When the false alarm was given I order-
éd the forward starboard broadsides gun
to take the place of the gum reported dis-
abled, which left the starboard port open,
and the only place of escape. Being at
the port myself, hurrying the men with
the gun, in the rush for the port I was
thrown into the water, There were 45 or
50 men in the water.” There is no, pen
that can describe the horrors of the next
two hours.

Some who were very badly scalded and
could not swim. caught hold of those who
could, and clung to them, and they were
drowned together. While this strnggle in
the water was going on,the Mound City
was drifting with the enrrent.

-The rebel sharpshooters on the shore
took their time to_get deliberate aim on
the defenselers men who struggled in.the
water, and. I’ conld hea®* the rebel rifle
balls hit the exposed heads of my com-
rades. It wak horrible to hear and hor-
rible to see. It.was horrible to reflect th
fellow human beings ~eould deliberately
‘take aim  at''the heads of men- who were
belpless in a struggle for life, without pos-
sibility of self-defense against theéir nssas-
sing. It was murder m%t-fqp,l!, I: was
exceedingly trying, too/'to Rhow that ev-
ery fraction of a second wag Yikely to bring
a bullet to one's own b
T told 'thie men to ke
1o the life-lineg that flo from the star-
board. Finding that X, copld not make
them. tnderstand me a%l. 1 . not..con- |
trol them, I struck out, rrm other side,
While going I came neay heing killed by
the concussion: of the baw guns of the St.
Louis. Her guns were wery clote to the
wvatery and their lamew searvhed me.
ut” one other manfegvhed the bank
alive. 1 believe it was Mardk Wilsdn, now:
©f. Corburg, Ontario, Oandda, When I
reached the bank I was so . #havsted that
I was unable to get up. r sharpshoot-

1 and to eling

3;",““"' one of the men in the left shoul-

I believe that was their last rifle sho
for Col.' Fiteh gallantly eharged tlre hn'lt:: -
tery, or I ogo::t golgnhthﬁa would have
Y e bt o e e
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J h Fl&y'. who commanded the

fl!,mu p sunken gunboat and
as 2 battery on shore,_had been
wounded and captured. He was sent on
board the Mound City with 20 other pris-
oners and arrived while the mystery of
the burning ﬁ({m wis '& Cldtilil: tu;.
Frey's guns - fired on men ®
water. When the men saw him on board
they wanted to kill him; and I had to de-
fend him with my sword from their fury!

i
B
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manity on that occasion that he was per-
mitted to live to eommand the Cuban
Privateer Virginus, and be shot by the
Spaniards in the end. There is no doubt
but what he gave the order to shoot us
in the water.

The Mound City erew numbered 188 in
the fight. We laid 63 of them in one long
trench; in that trench are some of as gal-
lant hearts as ever followed the old Fiag.

The Mound City was repaired, and she
steamed out of the river under command
of John Winslow, Commander, U. 8. N,,
afterward of Kearsarge fame.

The Monnd City was given a new com-
mander and crew, and participated in all
the battlex of the squadron. Bhe did goed
work at Vieksburg, Grand Gulf and Red
River, and I think, after the war, was
sold at Cairo, Il., and broken up.—THOS.
McELroy, Acting Master, Commanding
Monitor Manyunk, Woodbridge, N. J.

GEORGE W. MORGAN'S RETREAT.

The Hardships of the March From Cumber-
land Gap to the Ohio.
EprroR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: 1 hava
b’rgﬁcwith pII;:]niure Ll!ﬂ the nrtﬂ? written
eorge as Mosgrove, rticu-
larly that part of his account of tﬂ Con-
organ and His Men" in which
he gives a brief description of the retreat
of E‘ederal Gen, Geo W. Morgan, from
Cumberland Gap to Ohio River in the
Fall of 1862, 1 also read with interest
.thot;plytheretobyW. R. Carter, of the
4th Tenn. I do-not see any serious ob-
jection to ve’s account, but, on the
eontrary, 1. find that what he says is in-
teresting reading—without a se de-
sire upon his part to make a misstatement
of tn.a always bearing in mind, however
that his views are from the standpoint of
‘a Confederate-soldier.
From my recollections of that trip, as a
gailmber of thei !SISngud.,dg v%ll ;{aycthstm
agree wit mra . R. Carter.
F'ro{n the time we crossed .the Kentucky
River bri a few miles south of Qk-.h-
olasville, Ky., while on the march to Cum-

southeastern Kentucky, except the floating
bridge at Cumberland Ford, built for tem-
porary. use by the army of Federal Gen.
Geo. W. Morgan, when we reached that
int in the early Bprmg of 1862, in what
{’ohave since regarded a “wild goose chase”
—to wit, the pm}}oaed capture of east Ten-
nescee, which, think, could be easily
demonstrated were this article intended for
that purpose. -
. In front of the Federal Army, during
ity retreat, as I' remember, there was not
a bridge, and no evidence that there ever
had been any. The streams were usually
dry, and the few.that were not were easily
forded.  Bo scarce was water that its need
was often a source of a good deal of
anxiety, particularly after ew had passed

Manchester,
At Goose Creek Salt Works, on the
farth 'of Col. Garrard (loyal Kentuckian),
a well of fresh water quenched the thirst
of only a fraction of the little army, The
watér in the creek was so salty that it
could only be utilized for making coffee,
but even then it was very unsatisfactory.
" The first and only time I was ever re-
fused a drink of water was upon this oceca-
gion, and that by a comrcade in my com-
pany who was fortunate enough to get a
canteen. full from the seid well, which
demonsatrate da }nunnmleon lﬁt: part and
great scarcity of pala water.
Some pools of water were found alo
the route, not often, but being cove
with a thick rgeen scum ; as suggested by
Comrade Carter, the water” was the most
forbidden and unpalatable. = :
* - Mosgrove has been wofully misinformed
about & herd of cattle being with the army.
I never ate any beef on that march, nor
did T see a_cow or steer. Once or twice,
I believe, I shared some pork with my
méssmates, but that was not, issued to the
meu;they having captured a “razor-back”
hog, the only kind of stock that was seen
by any of us in that part of Kentuck; It

b ‘Blue
Grass” region.
The truth is, we subsisted very little
upon the army ration. most of the
men, as I remember, lived, principally,
upon .corn still standing in the fields,
which we made into meal after punching
our tin plates full of holes. he corn
thus gathered, and paw‘m's. with which
the roadsides generally abounded, was our
mainstay, and without which the army
must have almost famished, and when the
army reached Grayson many feasted, in
their hunger, upon acorns found in the

woods,

When the army left the Gap, it was not
only short of rations and forage, but the
clothing of the men was threadbare, and
when Proctor was reached, the Federal
General ordered that all surplus clothing
be destroyed, so that before we could get a
new supply at Covington, ﬁﬁ' a month
later, we were a tough-looking lot of
men.

It was a trying ordeal te the Seventih
Division, bharassed as it was by the Con-
federate “Morgan and-His ' It was
seldom mentioned in the newspapers, be-
cause, perhaps, the attention of the press
and people was more directly drawn to
the other six divisions of Bueli’s Army and
to Brageg’s Army, between whom there
was a wild chase across the State at the
same time our movement was being made,

But the ordeal was a .lesson in
warfare. It taught us how to take care
of ourselves in the enemy’s country away
from the base of supplies, as well shown
afterward by the 33d Ind., when it practic-
ttgnted in Sherman’s marel to the sea and

rough the Carolinas.—J. R. McBRIDE,
64 I street, N. W., Washington, D. O.
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Through the Feet

External remedy so successful that
- the makers send it FREE ON
 APPROVAL to anybody.

TRY IT.

and women, sufferinz
with every kind of rheumatism, acute or
chronic, have been cured by s harmless
draft on the foot, isn’t it worth a trial?
Send your name to the Magic Foot
Draft Co. y have so much confidence
in the merit of the drafts that they send
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It was owing to my forebearance and hu- ri
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that stockade had er from either the
rains or the sun, which was unbearably
hot.. The un ration was corn bread

VATY.

about 6x2%x114 inches, with nearly two
ounces of meat. The water was foul, and
its effect was violent dysentery. Hunger
and exposure caused many men te go mad.
Others would put their hands to their
eyes and walk up to the dead line, to be

shot down rebel sentineéls on top
the ; thus ending their miseries
species of b

a
“The dead were hauled out each day in
wagon in which they were pi'ed criss-
emed style as slaughtered hogs are car-

of
by
a

“It was a custom among the prisoners
to pick up any bone they could find, and
then using any kind of can or kettle avail-
able, boil it, make a thin broth, to which
they gave the name ¢f ‘shadow soup.’

“In order to boil the water fuel was
necessary, and as this was a scarce article,
every chip or piece of bark would be
picked up and carefully husbanded. One
day a drummer boy about 14, Tommy
Cranston, got poseession of a bone, and
immediately began to look for fuel to boil
it. Seeing a piece of bark beyond the line,
he started to get it, when he was fired
upon and killed by the sentinel. Capt.
Wirz, the rebel commandant, soon ap-
peared beside the sentinel and laughed at
the dying struggles of the boy and the
impotent rage of his comrades.”

[ The writer of this article was in Wash-
ington Cify when the trial of Capt. Wirz
was going on, and many suoch transactions
a8 those herein given were fully proven,
and it is hard to believe that so much
brutality could have been embodied in the
human form as was personified by this
minion of Jeff Davis.]

Another member of the Home, Thomas
H. Taylor, of Co. G, 17th Mass., relates
the following: *“I was captured at Bache-
lor's Creek, near Newbern, N. C., Feb.
1, 1864. Was at the time driving a hospi-
tal ambulance. I was sent out with a
detachment under a flag of truce to bring
in some wounded; but the enemy would
not honor the flag of truce, and they took
me, with gsix officers and 686 men. This
was g—lake" Division, of Longstreet’s com-
mand.

“I was first taken to Pemberton Prison,
opposite Libby Prison, in R'.chmond; from
there to Belle Isle, where I was kept six
Eeeks. and then sent to Andersonville,

a.-

*“On Belle Island we had some hard ex-
perience. Many of the men had no shel-

I| ter or blankets; the weather was cold and

stormy and the ground was very muddy.
Some of the men had to lie down in the
mud, then in the night the mnd would
freeze, and in the morning their hair would
frozen fast to the ground, and  their
comrades would have to get them loose by
digging with old knives or anything they
could use to loosen the ground. The men,
of course, would be dead and frozen stiff.

“There was more suffering from cold at
Belle Isle than at Andersonville, which
was in warmer climate.

“The suffering from hunger was just as
bad as in Andersonville.

*These horrors were going on right un-
der the nose of Jeff Davix and in full view
of the State House in Richmond!

“In the latter part of April, 1864, there
were 1,000 prisoners sent to Andersenviile,
Ga. I was one of the number. There
were at that time frem 12,000 to 15,000
prisoners ingide the stockade.~ This-num-
ber was increased by new arrivals every
day, sometimes in small squads, some-
times h! thousands. By Alidsumimer there’
were 35,000 or 30,000 crowded together in
a stockade inclosing about 22 acres, a por-
oo Bd ot B, B B

e er [ “thro e groun

At night the men :'gt had no shelter
or blankets wonld lie hnddled together in.
groups for the sake of body warmth, and
wlen they wanted to turn over they would
do so at word of command: ‘’Bout ship.”
When there was one who did pot turn over
it was proof that he was dead. and some
of the others would get up and pull him
ouf, so that the living ones counld close in
together and keep each other warm. Some-
times there would be large numbers die in
this manner in one night. The occurrence
was so commeon that but little notice was
taken of it.

“Many of the prisoners dug® ho'ex in
the ‘t'O!l’le egor shelter, and when they
were allowed to go gut on w detajls
they would fill the Iggé; o ﬂx;;gq dme:rnéj-ﬁ‘
with pine-tree needlés and bmng ihem in
and spread them in the holes. for.pallets..
After a while Capt. Wirz thought this too
much of a luxury and stopped Ft. When it
rained these holes wonld fill with water,
My partner was very sick with seuryy and
dysentery. He was broken out with sores,
and his feet were rotting off. I was af-
flicted with seurvy, but was nat so bad
cff as my partner, Oue day I had-bailed
ot the water from our den, and he had
gone in again, while I went over to see
some new prisoners just coming in. While
I was gone a hard storm came on, and
when I returned to the hole it was full
of water; I reached down in the water
and eaught him by the Jeg and pulled him
ont—drowned.

“The dead-line was around the inside
of the stockade at about 20 feet distant,
It was marked by thin strips of seantling
nailed to the top of posts about four feet
high. It was death to touch the line.
Any sentinel killing a prisoner in this man-
ner was rewarded by Capt. Wirz with a
30-days’ furlough.

“One day I was passing near the dead-
line when I met a man with whom I had
slight aequaintance. He was very
emaciated, I saw that he was about to
cross:the dead-line, and stopped him, when
he said: ‘I am going to get that turkey.’
I looked where he pointed, and saw the
skeleton of a turkey om which a little
meat was left, and it was mildewed. The
sentinel on the stockade had tossed it over
so that it fell between the fence and the
dead:line. I said to him: ‘That Johnny
up there will shoot you i you go there!
The sentinel then said: ‘No, I wen't shoot
him; let him get it!" I said: ‘Yes, you
will,’ and held on to the man. 'The senti-
nel repeated: ‘Let him go, Yank, I won't
hurt him! I again said: ‘Yes, you will?
The man sajd: ‘Let me go; I am starving
anyhow! I let him go, and he got down
on all-fonrs and crawled under the dead-
line and he wis shot by the sentinel whe
had tossed the turkey in there and who
had promised not to shoot! The sentinel
next to him cocked his gun and pointed
it at me, but I dodged behind some little
Eenta made of blankets, and he did net

% :
“There was a Lieut. Bogle of my regi-
ment (17th Mass.) who had been promoted
to  Major in a negro regiment, and was
wounded in the leg and made prisoner.
The rebels would not recognize him as an
officer, and he went to Andersonville. I
used to bring to him water to dress his
wounded leg. His wound was badly in-
flamed, and the rebs would not give him
anything to dress it with, not even a
bandage. The doctor said that he bhad
nothing for a ‘Yankee nigger.’

“If Maj. Bogle is now alive, I shounld
like very much to hear from him, or if any
survivor of Andersonville who recollects
me should see this article, I would be glad
to hear from liim. 'There was a prisoner
named Wm. Evans, of the 9th Md., eap-

much to hear from. Or if any one can
give any information about these men,
please write to me.—THoMAS H. TAYLOR,
Boldiers’ Home, Los Angeles, Cal"
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Fowl Scars in War.
W. 8. C. King, Co. I, 45th Ohio, Sionx
“Inclosed is §1 for
of subscription.” I have been a

me; I am so anxious for

are - L < <

BT ] Do Marsbal Doy,

tured by Imboden, whom I would like very |

Specialist, of Cincinnail, tecenlly ™
‘series of trial treatments of bis Antiseptic Medi-

should test.
not but 8t on Dr,
A Baaty, 380 Woat oth Bt Cim ORI Dty
tell the pature of hend, lung
and how long
you. s test course is intended to
uine merits of the treatment

there, and I prevented the but fron
going to waste. [ also found a fine roost
growing on a lower bra of a tree, a

I harvested the rooster. Ile was a Qdm-:
with violent prejudices against Ya
soldiers, and he gaffed my thumb sorely,
The séar is with me yet. It took a rai
heap to cook him; but we found the rail
in n fence, and he was cooked.
“Perhaps the comrade will remembe
me as ‘Corp’l Clark’—or as ‘Yaunkee” |
am watching Mosgrove's story of Morgaz
to see where we come into it. I was om
that raid from start to finish. Wag at thy
fight at Summerset, Ky.; Falmouth : skirnmy
ish at Hickman Bridge; Bean Station|
in skedaddle from Philadeiph Tenn. §
siege of Knoxville; Resaca; oona—
‘where I was wounded in the
pension of $12 a month. Fear 1
old; can use all I can get, to
comfortable. Am GO years old; borm
good old Ohio.”
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